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CORRESPONDENCE ss 

CORRESPONDENCE 

24th January, 1953. 

To The Editor, Alpine Journal. 
DEAR SIR, 

I have to thank Wilfred Noyce for his kind review of my book 
The Scottish Himalayan Expedition, but am outraged by his perverting 
the meaning of an important passage. He ascribes to me a ' sense of 
oneness with the mountain universe around, whose " name men call 
God. . . . " ' Let me say at once that I wrote no such nonsense. The 
reviewer would foist on to me a pantheism that I detest, and which I 
hold in less honour than a relatively healthy agnosticism. 

The passage to which he refers occurs on page so. It is not the 
mountain universe, but the integrating principle of the universe, whose 
name men call God, etc. Since the passage states this fact in English 
that could hardly be more clear, I feel justified in asking you to publish 
my disclaimer. , 

Yours truly, 
W. H. MuRRAY . 

• 

20 April, 1953. 

To The Editor, Alpine Journal. .. 

SIR, In Number 285 of the ALPIN"E JouRNAL you used the words 
' West Basin' throughout Mr. W. H. Murray's article to describe what 
has hitherto been known as the ' West Cwm ' of Everest. You state in 
a footnote that the word ' Cwm ' is not convenient on the grounds that 
it is little-understood, inaccurate in this instance, not beautiful and 
difficult to pronounce. . 

Surely Sir, it is a little late even for the Editor of THE ALPINE 
}OURNAL to alter nomenclature that has been established for over 30 
years. Your predecessors Messrs. Yeld and Farrar countenanced the 
use of ' West Cwm ' without footnotes when it first appeared in this 
journal, and it has survived to be used in The Times and many foreign 
journals during the last two years. Furthermore to insert the word 
' basin ' in place of ' cwm ' because the latter is not beautiful, might be 
taken to indicate that you consider the word ' basin ' to be a beautiful 
one. 

I am Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

R. M. VINEY. 


	85

